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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY 
Amendment to Motion 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

HON FRANK HOUGH (Agricultural Region) [5.39 pm]:  During question time I had time to reflect on what I 
had said prior to question time.  I lost two young brothers, one in a road accident and the other in another tragic 
accident.  When I referred to the word “stiff” I was referring to a body that had remained where it was overnight.  
It was a very poor choice of word and might upset people, including my mother, who will probably see it.  I 
apologise to members for using that word; I should have said “deceased”.  I apologise for such a bad choice of 
words, particularly as my family has experienced similar losses.  My mother would have been extremely upset.   

I hope there is a light at the end of the tunnel for residents in the Shire of Chittering.  In the area of health 
services, the Western Health Service’s perception survey report on the communities in the shires of Chittering 
and Gingin, which is dated October 2000, indicated that when the survey households were asked where they 
would go for hospital treatment three per cent said the Moora District Hospital, and 71 per cent said the Swan 
District Hospital.  Quite a bit has been said about the Swan District Hospital.  While researching this report I 
talked to the members of the Chittering Shire Council, who referred to a situation a couple of Saturdays ago in 
which an ambulance with an injured person and a doctor on board were heading to Swan District Hospital.  
Swan District Hospital was on bypass, so they continued on to the Joondalup Health Campus.  Joondalup was 
also on bypass, so they continued into the city, but Royal Perth Hospital was also on bypass.  By this stage the 
ambulance had been travelling for an hour and a half, but had to continue to Fremantle Hospital.  Fremantle 
Hospital said it was on bypass, and it was only because of the aggressive demands of the medical practitioner 
who was travelling in the ambulance with his patient that the young boy was attended to at Fremantle Hospital.  
It is interesting that in the shires of Chittering and Gingin only three per cent of people thought to go to Moora 
District Hospital, 71 per cent thought of Swan District Hospital and 28 per cent thought of the Joondalup Health 
Campus.   

A general practitioner service is available in Bindoon.  The doctor’s surgery has been there since 1989.  It 
provides a call-out service and a daily surgery.  The surgery was supplied and built by the shire, and the house 
alongside the surgery is owned by the shire and is leased to the doctor.  Community-based health services in the 
area are the responsibility of the Western Health Service, which is a branch of the Department of Health, and 
Silver Chain Nursing Association.  The services that are available in Gingin and Chittering provide an effective 
presence of 1.5 medical practitioners for a population of around 6 000 people.  Chittering has a definite need for 
services to address that situation.   

It is interesting also to compare the situation in Chittering and Gingin with that in the city, where people can go 
down to the local police station or health service.  In Chittering and Gingin, education is provided under the 
auspices of the Joondalup Education District; law and order services are provided at Northam, and family and 
children’s services and fire and emergency services are divided between offices in the north metropolitan area 
and the local bush fire brigade.   

Hon John Fischer:  It is ridiculous that law and order services are provided from Northam.  

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  My point is that the provision of services is fragmented, with facilities being provided 
in many different areas.  I would have assumed that policing, law and order and education would be provided in 
Joondalup.  It is a problem for the people in that area who must go to Swan District Hospital for medical 
services, Northam for policing and Joondalup for family and children’s services.  

I will talk briefly about roads.  I do not have a pecuniary interest in this matter, but I did purchase a block of land 
in Ledge Point on which I am building a house to which I will be moving.  One of the reasons that I made the 
decision to build at Ledge Point was excitement that the road would go through from Lancelin to Cervantes and 
then continue to Geraldton, which would have saved me - particularly in serving my electorate - many hours of 
driving.  When I purchased the land I was told by the shire that the road would go through in 2002-03.  

Hon John Fischer:  They obviously did not know which Government they would be dealing with.  

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  I now see that it will be in the second term of my time in this place and that, with a bit 
of luck, the road will continue through from Lancelin to Cervantes.  The Cervantes-Lancelin road is a very 
important road.  It is important not only for Frank Hough who will be living in Ledge Point but also for other 
people, particularly those in the tourism industry.  The tourism potential along the coast and in the heartland of 
the Agricultural Region is fantastic.  Many people are unaware of the potential from linking Lancelin to 
Cervantes.  Many Japanese tourists are taken to Lancelin.  They look at some of the most magnificent sand dunes 
in the world, and must then drive back towards Moore River via the Brand Highway and then continue up to 
Cervantes, which is one heck of a drive.  Then they come to one of the wonders of the world.  



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Tuesday, 28 August 2001] 

 p3048c-3051a 
Hon Frank Hough 

 [2] 

Hon B.K. Donaldson:  What?  Jurien Bay? 

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  The Pinnacles are one of the treasures of Western Australia.  I do not think Hon Bruce 
Donaldson lives at the Pinnacles, because there is no housing there.  The Pinnacles are one of the many wonders 
in the Agricultural Region.  The coastline between Lancelin and Cervantes offers so much for tourism.   

Today, while returning from Geraldton on the Brand Highway, I travelled behind three road trains.  The 
maximum length of a road train is 53 metres.  It is very difficult to pass one road train on the Brand Highway, let 
alone three, when the passing distance is calculated by multiplying 53 metres by three, and adding the distance 
between each road train.  It is a matter of hanging in there until there is a passing lane, or sitting behind the road 
train and winding up - as I did - with a chipped windscreen.  That chip is most annoying because it is right in 
front of my eye.   

Hon Ken Travers:  What did you wind it up to?  You have confessed to every other law that you have ever 
broken, you might as well confess to this one.   

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  When I passed the three road trains I clipped the speed limit slightly.  I must admit that 
I did not look down at the speedometer. 

Hon Ken Travers:  What did you hit? 

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  I was travelling at over 100 kilometres an hour.  

Hon Ken Travers:  I hit 140 on the weekend; there you go! 

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  I appreciate that some people drive fast and others do not.  

Hon Ken Travers:  It was at the Wanneroo race track.  

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  A road from Lancelin to Cervantes would open up that area.  It would generate tourism 
from Moore River to Seabird, Ledge Point, the dunes at Lancelin, which are unbelievable, the beautiful coves 
between Lancelin and Cervantes, and the Pinnacles.  People could then go inland.  A company is about to do a 
deal with what we used to know as Westrail and operate a boutique train service similar to the Orient Express.  I 
do not know whether those people are negotiating with the Government, but they were speaking about it the 
other day when I attended the opening of Greenough airport.  I hope that train will be successful, because it will 
be another feather in the cap for heartland tourism.  Part of that heartland tourism is Wave Rock at Hyden.  Wave 
Rock is a rock in the middle of nowhere, but one gentleman has pushed the point in the heartlands and has made 
the Hyden Hotel into a fantastic and top-class facility.  People could come back from Hyden via the Avon 
Valley, which has the Hotham Valley Tourist Railway and the Avon Descent.  The Toodyay area also has tourist 
facilities and restaurants, as has York.  The whole of the agricultural area is opening up to tourism.  Another road 
that will need attention in the immediate future is the road from Chittering to the Army camp at Northam.  That 
road carries about 12 000 people per annum and is narrow and winding.   

Another area that is of great concern and must be addressed is salinity and deep drainage.  The problem of 
salinity has been with us for hundreds of years, and every time funds are allocated they go mainly into research 
and not into the ground.  There are many philosophies and questions and answers about the best way to deal with 
salinity.  The Greens (WA) believe that the answer to salinity is to plant trees.  They may be one-quarter right.  
However, there are many other ways to address salinity.  Deep drainage has been very successful.  I have 
witnessed the situation in agricultural areas; the Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries has probably 
been to the same areas.  If there was any air beneath the ground in those agricultural areas, they would sink, 
because with 10 000 piezometers sticking in the ground it is like a pincushion.  We have enough experience of 
what happens when the watertable rises.  In 1926, the water level in Wickepin was 120 feet.  It is now 54 feet, so 
there is no question that the watertable is rising.   

I have seen the effect of deep drainage on salinity.  A couple of different people are doing deep drainage, and 
there are some differences of opinion about who is right and who is wrong.  One person is digging down to one 
and a half metres and is saying he is having limited success.  Another person is digging down to two metres, and 
the water flow is tremendous.  It is incredible to see what happens.  Three and a half or four years ago, John 
Hall’s property in Narembeen was absolutely barren, yet he is now cropping it for the second year in a row and 
is going out to 1 000 metres from the drains.  We were told that the drains were good for only 200 metres or 300 
metres, yet at that property they are going out to 1 000 metres.  Another group in Narembeen is also having great 
success and this year is cropping barley.  That land has been barren since 1954.  The minister would know the 
two brothers who own that property.  They asked me not to mention their names because they said they probably 
need another year or two to positively firm up the results.   

People keep putting down piezometers and doing studies.  It is about time we took a giant punt and started 
running drains through that area.  Drains are not the ultimate answer.  Trees are also needed.  People were 
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planting trees in the areas that were suffering from salinity, but the moment the roots of those trees went down 
three or four feet and hit the salinity, the trees died.  However, the trees that are being grown along the sides of 
those deep drains are absolutely blooming.  As a lay person, I cannot come up with a guaranteed cure.  Deep 
drainage is not a singular cure.  Another cure is to put carbon into the soil, because carbon fossilises the salt and 
holds moisture.  In some areas in Westonia where John Nicoletti is putting in deep drainage, the salinity level of 
the water has dropped and it is believed that within a year or so it may be fresh water.   

We keep on doing surveys and studies.  It is time we took a giant punt and studied those areas that are working.  
If we were to dig enough drains and run enough water out of the areas that suffer from salinity, in five years we 
would not be five years ahead, because the people who work for the Department of Agriculture would say they 
needed to do a further study.  I do not want to discredit the professionals in the Department of Agriculture, or 
wherever, who are qualified in salinity or water research, but the farmers who have worked the land for all their 
lives have a gut feeling about these things.  The people in the department can come up with the greatest cures in 
the word today and say that two and two makes four, because that is what their calculator tells them, but the 
farmers have known for many years that two and two makes four.   

It has been proposed that drainage contractors must meet certain criteria to be licensed.  I believe the people who 
will best meet the criteria are the people who have been doing deep drainage for the past three, four or five years, 
perhaps with the assistance of the professionals.  I suggest that the drainage contractors should be given one loud 
voice to make this decision, because they have nearly got it right.  There is probably no magic cure, but they are 
getting very close.  The salinity in the wheatbelt areas of Western Australia is frightening.  It is like a cancer that 
grows every year.  Some months ago, I suggested to one of the Department of Agriculture people that we cross-
pollinate a mangrove and a paperbark tree, because they both grow quite well in salt-affected areas.  I suppose 
they looked at me and thought that was a simplistic idea, but at the end of the day they have not tried it.  I would 
try to grow mangrove trees in these salinity-affected areas.  

Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 7.30 pm 

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  I was reflecting on some of my notes about a favourite area of mine, Ledge Point.  I 
think the Government has made a giant mistake in not continuing the road from Lancelin to Cervantes.  It is 
important for agriculture and it is important for the tourist industry, and the Government should look again at the 
situation and hopefully return it to the original estimates.  That road is important for people in the northern area 
of Western Australia.  Some 540 000 tonnes of agricultural lime come out of Lancelin and North Goomalling 
every year and is freighted along those very small roads.  Those trucks carry agricultural lime as part of the 
salinity cure.  The agricultural lime reduces the acidity levels, the Ph levels in the soil, and it is most important - 
as with carbon and fertiliser - in the reduction of salinity, and to provide our crops with what they need.  The 
continuation of the road from Lancelin to Cervantes is of prime importance, because Western Australia has a lot 
to offer, particularly to the tourist industry - and the tourist industry will need that boost. 

While in Jurien Bay on Sunday at the football I saw some advertisements that will have to be changed because of 
the change in the time frame for those roads.  People have been selling land in Cervantes, Jurien Bay and Ledge 
Point, where I have purchased land, on the basis that the road will go through in the next year or so, and a lot of 
businesses are gearing up.  The extension of that road will be most important for businesses, for the sale of land 
and for population moving up into that area.   

The other evening I was invited by the Nyoongah people to attend the change of the board of directors for the 
Derbarl Yerrigan people.  I was invited as a scrutineer with Graham Kierath, who helped organise the Nyoongah 
elections.  As we know, the Derbarl Yerrigan people suffered a loss this year of $3.8 million - no-one is saying 
the money has been stolen - but it has been misappropriated or badly managed, and the forecast for 2001-02 
indicates that they will run at another massive loss.  It was rather bizarre to be at the meeting the other night 
because they had an election of officers, and Robert Isaacs, who was the sitting president, was returned 
unopposed and the rest of the committee was removed and a new board of directors put in.  I congratulate the 
Nyoongah people on their foresight for removing people who they felt were inexperienced or had no interest in 
what was happening at the Derbarl Yerrigan health centre and to replace them with people who they believed 
were workers.  They were very proud of some of the people elected, and I was too.  Some well-motivated young 
Nyoongah women and men will take on the management under the control of Robert Isaacs.  They are concerned 
about the mismanagement, because as people involved in government know, money is hard to come by and there 
is not enough to go around.  They are concerned that they do not have enough money to run the place and they 
feel that they need assistance from us to put the management together.  We as a party have offered assistance, 
and I think they have gone to the Minister for Health and asked for help - at this stage he has not got back to 
them - but I can proudly say that they have depended on us in One Nation.  I went as a special guest of Ollie 
Rundle, who is, I believe, the youngest indigenous person to be elected as a magistrate in the Children’s Court.  
She requested that I be the main scrutineer for the evening.  I think they are on the road to recovery.  Their hearts 
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are in the right place.  I believe the Government should give them some management assistance and guidance 
rather than let them try to control the funds themselves.  As Robert Isaacs said at the meeting, some people on 
the committee probably did not go past grade 6 at school yet are now in control of millions of dollars, and it is 
most unfair to let inexperienced people control millions of dollars.  They have seen the problems and they are 
crying out for us to help them.  One of the major concerns is that they want to remove the director of Derbarl 
Yerrigan, a fellow called Ted Wilkes.  I believe Ted Wilkes is being funded by Derbarl Yerrigan.  They put a 
vote of no confidence to remove him, but he is being funded by Derbarl Yerrigan to fight off the new committee, 
which has, as per the Ministry of Fair Trading, been fairly elected.  The new committee of Derbarl Yerrigan was 
funded by its president, Robert Isaacs, to fight off the challenge by the old incumbent committee of Derbarl 
Yerrigan who have been totally and utterly incompetent.  

Hon John Fischer:  They are part of the “purple circle”.  

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  They are part of the “purple circle”.  It is the responsibility of the Government to poke 
its nose in and give those people a hand and help them get on the right track.  In their hearts, the committee 
members know the problems: they are inexperienced in management and they cannot be expected to manage a 
hospital of that magnitude with such inexperience.  They have bad management skills.  I hope that the 
Government will foresee this and allow an audit of the organisation to be conducted either weekly or monthly to 
ensure that the funding is accounted for.   

Employees of Derbarl Yerrigan can down draw on their pay, which is most unusual.  If they earn $40 000 a year 
and they do not have enough money, they can down draw four or five weeks ahead on their salary.  Some have 
drawn their salaries three or four months ahead.  If they leave, the amounts outstanding of $10 000 or $12 000 
leave with them.  Members of Parliament do not have the opportunity to down draw on our salaries four years 
ahead and then leave without paying back the money.  This is another inflammatory situation that must be 
addressed.  To be able to down draw on workers’ salaries shows bad management practice.  I do not believe that 
workers in any business should down draw on their pay months ahead.  Money that is spent is money that will 
never be replaced.  The way to get out of paying back the money is to hand in notice, move on or get a position 
elsewhere.  There does not appear to be any redress on getting back the money. 

Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Bruce Donaldson. 
 


